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OPENING

In fact, there are many factors that influence the process of public
inquiry, research and conclusions about the term and the definition of
"terrorism". In this article, I propose 3 factors that I, personally, consider to be
3 important factors that directly affect the process of awareness, research and
development on the topic of "terrorism", that is: the challenge of defining the
concept of "terrorism"; the way the media exaggerate or distort the danger and
identity of terrorists and, ultimately, the rise of the studies of "Islamic

terrorism".

LOI MO PAU

Trén thyc té, ¢6 rat nhiéu yéu t6 anh huong dén qué trinh danh gia,
nghién ctru va két luan vé thuat ngit va dinh nghia cua tir “khing b6”. O
bai viét nay, toi d& xuat 3 yéu t6 ma ca nhan t6i cho 1a 3 yéu t6 quan trong
anh huong truc tiép anh huong dén qua trinh nhan thirc, nghién ciru va
phat trién chu d& “khing b, d6 1a: thach thirc trong viéc xac dinh khai
niém “khing bd”; cach thirc cac phwong tién truyén thong phong dai hoic
bop méo sy nguy hiém va danh tinh ctia nhitng ké khing b va, cudi ciing
1a su gia ting cic nghién ciru vé “chii nghia khing b lién quan dén Hoi

gido”.

1. Conceptual challenge
International terrorism does not yet have a general concept in modern

international law. Most contemporary definitions of terrorism describe it as a

1. Nhirng thach thirc vé mit khai niém
Cho dén bay gid, chua c6 khai niém khai quat vé khing bd toan

cau trong luat phap qudc té hién dai. Cac dinh nghia hién nay vé khung b




form of illegitimate violence directed towards innocent civilians that is
intended to intimidate or terrify an audience for political purposes (Jackson,
2009), ‘The nature of terrorism is not inherent in the violent act itself. One and
the same act ...

can be terrorist or not, depending on intention and

circumstance’ (Schmid and Jongman, 1988, p. 101). Terrorism is
fundamentally a social fact rather than a brute fact; the wider cultural-political
meaning of terrorism is decided through symbolic labelling, social agreement
and a range of intersubjective practices (see Zulaika and Douglass, 1996). An
initial definitional problem is the selection bias of much terrorism research
whereby the terrorism label is applied almost solely to groups opposed to
Western interests and not to groups supported by Western states — even when
they commit identical acts of civiliandirected violence such as hijackings,
bombings, kidnappings and assassinations (see Livingston, 1994). One of
Goodin’s first tasks is to clarify that the essence of terrorism lies in its
intention to spread terror for political advantage through the threat or infliction

of violence — by which standard it is clear that states can commit acts of

terrorism in the same way that other actors can (Richard Jackson, 2009).

hau hét déu mo ta khing bd 1a mot hinh thire bao lyc phi phap, nhim vao
dan thuong vo toi véi muc dich de doa hodc gy ra ndi s hai kinh hoang
cho mot ddi tuong cu thé, vi muc dich chinh tri (Jackson, 2009). "Ban chét
ctia khiing bd khong nam & ban than hanh vi bao luc. Cac hanh dong gidng
nhau... khong nhit thiét déu la khing bd, ma con tiy thudc vao y dinh va
bbi canh ciia hanh dong d6" (Schmid va Jongman, 1988, trang 101).
Khing bd, vé& co ban 1a mot van dé xa hoi, chir khong phai 1a hanh vi bao
luc; ¥ nghia van héa-chinh tri rong hon ciia khing bd duoc quyét dinh
thong qua viéc dan nhan tugng trung, su déng thuan xa hoi va mot loat cac
hanh vi cht quan khac (Zulaika va Douglass, 1996). Mgt trong nhiing
thach thirc co ban vé dinh nghia khung b 1a su thién vi trong chinh nghién
clru vé van dé nay, diéu nay duogc biéu hién & viée “cai mac” khung bd chi
duogc ap 1én cac nhom ddi dau véi loi ich phuwong Tay, chit khong phai cac
nhom dugc phuong Tay ung ho - ngay ca khi cdc nhém nay c6 dong thai
bao luc nhim vao dan thuong nhu cudp may bay, danh bom, bét coc hay
am sat (Livingston, 1994). Mot trong nhitng muc tiéu tién quyét cua

Goodin 1a 1am rd rang ban chét cua khing b ndm ¢ ¥ dinh lan truyén ndi




so hdi dé dat duoc loi thé chinh tri, thong qua cac phuong thic de doa
hodc bao luc. Theo cach hiéu nay, ban than cac quéc gia cling c6 thé thuc
hién hanh vi khing bd twong ty nhu cac chii thé hay tic nhan khéac

(Richard Jackson, 2009).

Because of the complexity of this special social phenomenon,
researchers have not yet been able to come up with a general concept that
reaches a consensus of countries around the world. Facing difficult theoretical
problems is a major obstacle to advances in the field of terrorism research.
Each researcher has a unique concept and perspective on terrorism, and they
interpret and analyze it in many different directions, so these topics seem to be
very controversial. Therefore, there are too many definitions and viewpoints in
the international arena, leading to the inability to form a common theoretical
thought from which to form a common system of terrorism including:
concepts, methods of dealing with terrorism. deputy, the law system on

terrorism. ..

In general, define terrorist composition based on the nature of the

campaigns and the context in which they took place, not on the subjects who

Do sy phuc tap cia hién tugng xa hoi dac thu nay, cac nha nghién
ctru chua thé dua ra mot khai niém chung ma tit ca cac qudc gia trén thé
gidi déu dong thuan. Nhimng thach thirc chdng chéo vé mit 1y thuyét 1a mot
tré ngai 16n ddi véi sy tién bo trong linh vuc nghién ciru khung bd. Mbi
nha nghién ctru c6 mot khai niém cling nhu quan diém riéng vé khung bd,
dong thoi ho ciing dién giai va phéan tich no theo nhiéu chiéu huéng khac
nhau, vi vy nhitng chu dé nay thuong day 1én nhiéu tranh ci. N6i cach
khac, viéc c6 qua nhidu quan diém khac nhau trén truong quc té da can
tr& sy hinh thanh mot hé thong khai niém day du vé khung b, bao gdm:
khai niém, phuong phap d6i phd v6i khung bd, hé thdng luat phap vé
khung bé, ...

Nhin chung, khing b6 dugc dinh nghia dya trén tinh chét cua cac

chién dich va bdi canh ma chung dién ra, thay vi dya trén chu thé thuc




carried out it: “(1) Terrorism paradigmatically consists of violent actions
directed at persons; (2) Terrorism is a strategy that involves methods
standardly regarded as both immoral and unlawful, such as assassination,
deliberate killing of innocent civilians, torture, hostage taking, kidnapping,
ethnic cleansing, and the use of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons; (3)
Terrorism involves terrorising or instilling great fear in one group in order to
cause some other group or, more likely, sub-group (e.g. leadership of the
terrorised group) to do what they otherwise might not have done; (4)
Terrorism is a means to achieve political or military ends; (5) Terrorism relies
on a high degree of publicity” (The Problem of Defining Terrorism: Part 1 |

Counterterrorism Ethics, n.d.).

hién ching: "(1) Khing bd vé co ban bao gdm cac hanh dong bao luc
nhdm vao con nguoi; (2) Khung bd 1a mot chién lugc toan dién str dung
cac phuong thirc dugc xem la vé dao dirc va phi phéap. Vi du nhu am sat,
cd y giét hai dan thuong vo tdi, tra tan, bat gilr con tin, bét coc, thanh loc
sdc toc, va st dung vii khi héa hoc, sinh hoc hodc hat nhan; (3) Khung bd
lién quan dén viéc gay nén ndi kinh hoang va s¢ hai dién rong cho mot
nhom nguoi, nham tao diéu kién cho mot nhom nguoi khac (vi du: 1anh
dao ciia nhom bi khung bd) 1am nhiing gi ho c6 thé di khong lam; (4)
Khing bd 1a mot phuong tién dé dat duoc cac muc tiéu chinh tri hodc quan
su; (5) Khung bd phu thudéc vao mic d¢ cong khai" (The Problem of

Defining Terrorism: Part 1 | Counterterrorism Ethics, n.d.).

2. The Media

The media uses fear to build news and popular culture, political elites
manipulate these fears to allow social control and political goals, and various
economic and social interests materially benefit from creating fear ( Altheide,

2006, trang 1-2). As states consider terrorism as one of the main threats that

2. Phwong tién truyén thong

Céac phuong tién truyén thong st dung ndi so hii dé xay dung tin
tirc va van héa dai chiing, gidi tinh hoa chinh tri thao ting nhitng ndi so
hai nay dé cho phép kiém soat x3 hoi va cac muc tiéu chinh tri, dong thoi

cac loi ich kinh t€ va xa hdi khac nhau duoc hudng loi vat chat tir viéc tao




countries face today and build and shape fear among their citizens as they
please. However, studies and facts show that the danger and damage that
terrorism brings is much lower than that of other crimes or the problems of
natural disasters and accidents. In summary, terrorism ranks extremely low as
a risk to personal safety (Goodin, 2006, pp. 111-23) and governments, media,
researchers have reported exaggerate this risk; this directly affects how an

individual perceives terrorism and reacts to it.

ra ndi s¢ hai. (Altheide, 2006, trang 1-2). Vi cac qudc gia coi khung bd 1a
mdt trong nhimg mdi de doa chinh ma cic nha nudc phai déi mat ngay nay
va, xay dung va dinh hinh ndi s¢ hai trong cong dan cua ho theo y ho
mong mudn. Tém lai, chi nghia khing bd xép hang cuc ky thip vé nguy
co dbi v6i an toan ca nhan (Goodin, 2006, trang 111-23), con cac chinh
phii, gidi truyén thong va cac nha nghién ctru di phong dai nguy co nay;
diéu d6 anh huong tryc tiép dén cach mot ca nhan nhan thic vé chi nghia

khung bo va phan tmg véi nd.

3. The Rise of ‘Islamic Terrorism’ Studies

The September 11th 2001 attack is a prime example of this. Mass
media coverage of al-Qa'eda, a huge document on 'Islamic terrorism'. The
documents are developed in many directions, with many different points of
view, so they face a lot of criticism and debate because of misconceptions or

inexperienced analysts.

Terrorism in general and terrorist objects in particular are transformed

into a new type of religious terrorism and the danger is exaggerated. Along

3. Sw trdi ddy ciia cac nghién ciru vé “Chi nghia khiing b Hoi gido”

Cudc tan cong ngay 11 thang 9 ndm 2001 1a mot vi du dién hinh.Sy
dua tin rong rai ctia gidi truyén thong vé al-Qa'eda di tao ra mot lugng 16n
tai liéu vé& "khung bd Hoi gido". Cac tai liéu duoc phat trién theo nhiéu
hudng, v6i nhiéu goéc nhin khac nhau, do d6 chung phai d6i mat véi mot
loat chi trich va tranh luan vi nhiing khai niém sai I¢ch hoac vi nhirng nha
phan tich thiéu kinh nghiém.

Chu nghia khing bb néi chung va cac chi thé khing bd noi riéng

dang chuyén hoa thanh mot dang chi nghia khing b ton gido méi va mdi




with that, through the media, some subjects or even governments have
exaggerated about this and caused fear in the public about an "Islamism". This
causes confusion between local political struggles, religion and other riots and

terrorism.

Documenting 'Islamic terrorism' lacks empirical basis and draws
questionable conclusions based on mass media rather than official or research
sources ethnographic field or specialized knowledge. Generalizing about
'Islam' and 'terrorism' without defining it in a specific historical, social and
political context is highly questionable and unwarranted. This makes it
invisible to the general public to see "terrorists" as "Islamic terrorists" and
Islam as a dangerous and suspicious organization. Moreover, at the diplomatic
level, this increases the level of anti-Muslim and hate crimes against Muslims,
poisoning community trust and inter-communal relations, and damaging
community relations. undermine dialogue-based approaches to conflict

resolution.

nguy hiém ctia né bi thdi phong qua mirc. Thong qua truyén thong, mot s6
ca nhan hodc tham chi 1a ca cac chinh phu da phong dai diéu nay, gieo ric
ndi so hii trong cong chung vé "chii nghia Hoi gido". Pidu d6 gy ra su
nham 1an giira nhitng cac cudc diu tranh chinh tri dia phuong, ton gido va
cac cudc bao loan, khing bd khac.

Nhiing ghi nhan vé “khing bd Hoi giao” bi thiéu co sé thuc
nghiém va dua ra nhimg két luan dang ngd dya vao truyén thong dai
ching thay vi dya vao nhitng ngudn tai liéu chinh thong hoic nghién ctru
thuc dia dan toc hoc hoac nhiing kién thire chuyén nganh. Viéc khai quat
hod vé “Hoi giao” va “khing bd” ma khong dit nd vao trong bdi canh lich
str, x4 hoi va chinh trj cu thé 1a mot diéu rat dang e ngai va vo can cu. Diéu
nay vo hinh chung khién cong chiing danh dong "nhitng ké khing bd" véi
"nhitng ké khing bd Hoi gido", dong thoi coi Hoi gido 1a mot to chic nguy
hiém va dang ngd. Hon nita, & cap do ngoai giao, diéu nay lam gia ting
muc d6 “bai Hoi gia0” va céc td1 ac thu han chéng lai nguoi Hoi giao, dau
doc long tin cong dong va cac moi quan hé giita cac cong dong, lam suy

yéu cac cach tiép can giai quyét xung dot dua trén ddi thoai.




Therefore, it can be said that the rise of the theory of "Islamism" along Nhu véy, c6 thé noi rang sy trdi day cua 1y thuyét vé "Chii nghia
with a series of unorthodox or amplified news from the media have hindered | Hoi gido" cting véi mot loat cac tin tirc khong chinh thong hodc bi phong

the public's understanding and objective perception. and scholar of | dai tir truyén thong di can tré sy hiéu biét va nhan thirc khach quan cua

"Terrorism". cong chiing va giéi hoc gia vé "Chu nghia khing bd".
CONCLUSION KET LUAN
In general, the international community needs to have a common Nhin chung, cong dong quéc t€ can c6 mot dinh nghia chung vé

concept of terrorism and identify terrorist objects in a uniform and accurate | khung bd va xéc dinh cdc ddi tugng khing b mot cach théng nhét va
way. This has great implications for the development of future research in this | chinh xac. Diéu nay c6 ¥ nghia to 16n dbi véi viée phét trién nghién ctru
area. At the same time, this is to provide the most complete and accurate | trong linh vuc nay trong twong lai. Dong thoi, viée nay cling nhdm cung
awareness to the public so that they can better understand the relevant events cap cho cong chiing nhan thitc ddy du va chinh x4c nhét dé ho 6 thé hiéu
without being negatively affected by the media and the intentions of any | 10 hon vé céc sur kién lién quan ma khong bj anh huong tiéu cuc boi truyén
individual/organization. thong va cacy do cua bat ky ca nhan/td chirc nao.

In the above article, I used 2 main documents: (1) The Strategies of Trong bai viét trén, t6i st dung 2 ti liu chinh: (1) Céc chién luge
Terrorism by Andrew H. Kydd and Barbara F. Walter; and (2) The Study of | khung bd (The Strategies of Terrorism) ctia Andrew H. Kydd va Barbara
F. Walter; va (2) Nghién ctru vé chil nghia khung bd sau ngay 11 thang 9

ndm 2001: Cac van dé, thach thic va sy phat trién trong twong lai (The




Terrorism after 11 September 2001: Problems, Challenges and Future

Developments by Richard Jackson as the basis for the article.

Document (1) mainly provides information on the strategies, the scale
that would be carried out by terrorists. From there, propose solutions for the
state to prevent this. However, the article has not yet stated the basic concept
of what terrorism is and who the terrorist is. This will easily make it difficult
for readers and researchers in this field to identify the subject of terrorism
because terrorism is not only an individual/organization/community but also a

state.

Document (2) provides readers with the factors influencing public
understanding of the subject. However, the article does not give a clear

orientation or definition of the issues that the author mentions.

Study of Terrorism after 11 September 2001: Problems, Challenges and

Future Developments) ciia Richard Jackson 1am co s& cho bai viét.

Tai liéu (1) chu yéu cung cip thong tin vé chién luoc, quy mo ma
cac thé lyc khing bd s& thuc hién. Tir d6, dé xuat cic giai phap dé nha
nuéc ngan chin diéu nay. Tuy nhién, bai viét vin chwa néu khai niém co
ban vé khung bd 1a gi va khung bd 1a ai. Piéu nay dé dang gay kho khin
cho ddc gia va cac nha nghién ctru trong linh vuc nay trong viéc xac dinh
chu thé cua khing bd boi vi khung bd khong chi 1a mot ca nhan/td

chirc/cong dong ma con co the 1a mot quoc gia.

Tai liéu (2) cung cip cho ngudi doc cac yéu t6 anh hudng dén nhan
thirc cta cong chung vé khung bd. Tuy nhién, bai viét khong dwa ra dinh

hudng hodc dinh nghia ro rang vé nhitng van dé ma tac gia de cap den.
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